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FINAL REPORT: "When we .have these relationships,
WATER GOVERNANCE and youwill ot do this withaut us
LAKE WINNIPEG BASIN It will not happen without us.

We need to do this together!"

Chief Lorraine Cobiness
Niisaachewan Anishinaabe Nation
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This report is based on research, conducted by the Red River Basin Commission and the Southern Chiefs' Organization,
through a series of meetings with Indigenous and government leaders. The first summit meeting, called the "Spirit of
Water", was held at the Fort Garry Hotel in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. In attendance were Indigenous leaders from
throughout Manitoba, along with Federal, Provincial, State, and City leaders. Additional attendance came with
representation from agriculture producers, the Association of Manitoba Municipalities and Manitoba Capital Region
leaders. The discussion was on the state of our water, Indigenous water governance and the need of change. It was the
first time that leaders of all levels of government have gathered, listened to one another and shared in their thoughts on
the important issue of water governance and water protection for all waters, including Lake Winnipeg and its Basin.

The outcome from the Spirit of Water was, the Indigenous leaders not only wanted engagement for themselves but for all
First Nation leaders from the entire Lake Winnipeg Basin area. The gathering of leaders across the entire Lake Winnipeg
Basin happened on September 16th to the 18th in 2019 in Winnipeg. This event was a conference called "One Basin One
Governance". This conference enabled First Nation leaders the platform to share and talk about the issues and their
needs as it relates to water, their traditions and their beliefs and why they must have a place at the table when it comes to
water governance in Canada.

The information for this report has come from listening and understanding the relationship that Indigenous leaders and
Indigenous women have with the Creator, Mother Earth and our sacred water. It has also come through in the many
stories told by Elders, the many papers written and the many papers read.
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Please note that this report was written from our partnership with First Nations and has been developed to give
guidance and direction as we follow the pathway for a united water governance model. This report was written for
those who will take the time to read it, including our elders and our youth, in hopes that they are able to understand
and experience some of what those who attended the One Basin One Governance conference did. The first message
heard, at the beginning of this conference, was that "we need to listen".

There have been numerous articles written on the importance of rights which include water governance rights for
Indigenous Nations of Canada. Before we get in depth into this key issue, it is felt that it is important to understand
the history of our country and how First Nations were just that, "they were here FIRST!"

The Nations were here long before European settlers came to this country; the First Nations existed with their own
level of governance and laws which were gifted to them by the Creator. They were sovereign nations, each with
governance on their own lands, waters and all that were in it, and it is something that was never relinquished. It was
the period of time when European settlement came to this country when the First Nations rights of governance were
stolen away with their lands and their way of life. A life that respected the land, the water and the creatures that
lived in it.

cont...
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The Treaties were never fulfilled and, though now our country tries to do so, there is much trust that has been
eroded. The inherent rights of the First Nations people were threatened through sad periods of colonization,
which was put into place to "take the Indian out of the Indian” as stated by many First Nations people. Itis now, in
this century, that Canadian law has recognized that these rights were stolen away and the Nations are working
hard towards getting their rights, their lands and their culture back.

It was a decision of the Supreme Court of Canada in 1973 which decided, for the first time, that the legal land
rights of First Nations existed over that of the past Royal Proclamation of 1763. The case called "the Calder Case"
reviewed the existence of Indigenous entitlement to land claims. It is considered the base for the first land claim in
British Columbia that gave self-governance to an Indigenous community called the Nisga'a Nation.

At the time when Canada broke from British decent, the First Nations pushed and lobbied government to
recognize Indigenous rights and Treaty rights. Their success established section 35 (1) of the Constitution Act in
1982. This section reads that “the existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of Canada are
hereby recognized and affirmed”. This includes that of First Nation, Métis, and Inuit peoples.

cont....
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https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/land-claims
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/aboriginal-self-government

These rights are furthered by “the duty to consult” while Indigenous claims are unresolved, there is a requirement
to consult, and if necessary, accommodate the interests of the Nations if it can be shown that an action could
lessen the value of the land or resources that the Nation lay claim to.

Over the last many years, there have been numerous court cases and challenges on the rights of Indigenous
peoples and their lands. The decisions from these challenges have upheld the rights of First Nation people, and the
governance of any lands that were once theirs. Many treaties are locked in simple wording but strong in their
meaning “As Long as the Sun Shines, the Rivers Flow and the Grass Grows" the treaty will stand as a binding
agreement."

The Creator has given the responsibility to the Nations to watch over the lands, the waters, and its creatures, and
to ensure its well-being for the next 7 generations. This is passed on to each generation, ensuring the well-being of
our Mother Earth. It is the words “as long as the rivers flow” which give the Nations rights to water governance.
This is something which is lacking in water governance now, where all rights and decisions sit with the Federal and
Provincial governments and the bureaucratic system that lies within its governance model. It is time that the
Nations sit at the table so their wisdom may be heard as it relates to caring for our waters. To be clear, water
governance is not consultation.

There are 158 First Nations and Tribes in the Provinces and States where the Lake Winnipeg Basin presides. Their
Treaty lands cover the majority of populated areas in the prairies.
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158 FIRST NATION AND TRIBAL COMMUNITIES ARE LOCATED IN THE
LAKE WINNIPEG BASIN
LAKE WINNIPEG BASIN
FIRST NATION TREATY LANDS

The Lake Winnipeg Basin is made up of four Provinces and four States, with many smaller watersheds, all of which make the entire Lake
Winnipeg Basin area nearly one million square kilometers. The majority of Treaty lands lie within the Basin.

On February 2nd, 2013, on World Wetlands Day, Lake Winnipeg was deemed the most "threatened Lake of the Year".

Lake Winnipeg is considered to be the most eutrophic large lake in the world caused by nutrient loaded waters with blue green algal blooms
that can be toxic for most living things.

It is to this that the First Nations people are saying "enough" and are insisting to be at the table on decisions that reflect the use of their waters.

"We are not talking about Consultation, we are talking about water governance!" says
Grand Chief Jerry Daniels. "All Nations deserve to be part of this governance".

ONE: A3
0)JZGOVERNANCE



ALBERTA FIRST NATIONS COMMUNITIES
LAKE WINNIPEG BASIN
TREATY LANDS: 6 (1876-78),7,8 AND 10

Alexander First Nation / Alexis Nakota Sioux Nation
Blood Tribe (Kainai Nation / Blood Tribe (Kainai Nation)
Enoch Cree Nation / Ermineskin Cree Nation
Frog Lake First Nation / Kehewin Cree Nation
Louis Bull Tribe / Montana First Nation
O'Chiese First Nation / Paul First Nation
Piikani Nation / Saddle Lake Cree Nation
Samson Cree Nation / Siksika Nation
Stoney Nakoda Nation / Sunchild First Nation

Tsuut'ina Nation / Whitefish Lake First Nation (Atikameg)
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SASKATCHEWAN FIRST NATIONS COMMUNITIES
LAKE WINNIPEG BASIN
TREATY LANDS: 2,4, 5, 6 (1889), 6 (1876-78) AND 10

Ahtahkakoop Cree Nation / Beardy's and Okemasis First Nation / Big River First Nation

<EMBLY of }';#\
e

w

Carry the Kettle First Nation / Cote First Nation / Cowessess First Nation / Cumberland House Cree Nation
Day Star First Nation / Fishing Lake First Nation / Flying Dust First Nation / George Gordon First Nation
Ministikwan Lake Cree Nation / James Smith Cree Nation / Kahkewistahaw First Nation
Kawacatoose First Nation / Keeseekoose First Nation / Kinistin Saulteaux Nation
Lean Man First Nation / Little Black Bear First Nation / Little Pine First Nation
Lucky Man Cree (First) Nation / Makwa Sahgaiehcan First Nation / Mistawasis First Nation
Montreal Lake Cree Nation / Moosomin First Nation / Mosquito, Grizzly Bear's Head
Muscowpetung First Nation / Muskeg Lake Cree Nation / Muskoday First Nation
Muskowekwan First Nation / Nekaneet First Nation / Ocean Man First Nation / Ochapowace First Nation
One Arrow First Nation / Okanese First Nation / Onion Lake Cree Nation / Pasqua First Nation
Peepeekisis Cree Nation / Pelican Lake First Nation / Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation
Pheasant Rump Nakota Nation / Piapot First Nation / Poundmaker Cree Nation / Red Earth First Nation Red
Pheasant First Nation / Sakimay First Nation / Saulteaux First Nation / Shoal Lake Cree Nation
Standing Buffalo Dakota Nation / Star Blanket Cree Nation / Sturgeon Lake First Nation
Sweetgrass First Nation / The Key First Nation / Thunderchild First Nation / Wahpeton Dakota Nation White

Bear First Nation / Whitecap Dakota First Nation / Witchekan Lake First Nation / Yellow Quill First Nation
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MANITOBA FIRST NATIONS COMMUNITIES
LAKE WINNIPEG BASIN
TREATY LANDS: 1, 2, 3,4, AND 5 (1875)

Berens River First Nation / Birdtail Sioux Dakota Nation / Black River First Nation / Bloodvein First Nation
Brokenhead Ojibway Nation / Buffalo Point First Nation / Canupawakpa Dakota Nation / Chemawawin Cree Nation

Dakota Plains Wahpeton First Nation / Dakota Tipi First Nation / Dauphin River First Nation / Ebb and Flow First Nation

Fisher River Cree Nation / Gambler First Nation / Hollow Water First Nation / Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First Nation
Kinonjeoshtegon First Nation / Lake Manitoba First Nation / Lake St. Martin First Nation / Little Grand Rapids First Nation
Little Saskatchewan First Nation / Long Plain First Nation / Misipawistik Cree Nation / Mosakahiken Cree Nation
O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi First Nation / Opaskwayak Cree Nation / Pauingassi First Nation / Peguis First Nation
Pinaymootang First Nation / Pine Creek First Nation / Poplar River First Nation / Rolling River First Nation
Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation / Sagkeeng First Nation / Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation / Sapotaweyak Cree Nation
Sioux Valley Dakota Nation / Skownan First Nation / Swan Lake First Nation / Tootinaowaziibeeng First Nation

Waywayseecappo First Nation / Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation
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ONTARIO FIRST NATIONS COMMUNITIES =

LAKE WINNIPEG BASIN
TREATY LANDS: 3,5 (1875) AND 9 (1929-30)

Anishinabe of Wauzhushk Onigum / Anishinaabeg of Naongashiing (Big Island First Nation)

Big Grassy River First Nation / Cat Lake First Nation / Couchiching First Nation

Eagle Lake First Nation / Grassy Narrows First Nation / Iskatewizaagegan No. 39 First Nation
Lac Des Mille Lacs First Nation / Lac La Croix First Nation / Lac Seul First Nation
Mitaanjigamiing First Nation (Formerly Stanjikoming) / Naicatchewenin First Nation
Naotkamegwanning First Nation / Nigigoonsiminikaaning First Nation
Northwest Angle No. 33 First Nation / Northwest Angle No. 37 First Nation
Ochiichagwe'babigo'ining First Nation / Ojibway Nation of Saugeen
Ojibways of Onigaming First Nation / Pikangikum First Nation
Poplar Hill First Nation / Rainy River First Nation / Seine River First Nation
Shoal Lake No. 40 First Nation / Slate Falls Nation / Wabaseemoong First Nation

Wabauskang First Nation / Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation / Washagamis Bay First Nation (Obashkaandagaang)

a
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NORTH DAKOTA

Ojibwe
Hidatsa, Mandan, Arikara (Three Tribes)
Dakota, and Nakota Sioux
Lakota Sioux
Assiniboine

SOUTH DAKOTA

Dakota and Yankton Sioux
Ponca
Arikara
Lakota Sioux
Cheyenne

MINNESOTA

Red Lake Nation / Grand Portage Band
White Earth Nation / Fond du Lac Band
Bois Forte Band / Mille Lacs Band
Leech Lake Band / Upper Sioux
Lower Sioux / Prairie Island
Shakopee Midewakanton




THE FIGHT FOR SELF GOVERNANCE

UNITED NATIONS

"Resolution 45/164 of the United Nations General Assembly was adopted on 18 December 1990,

proclaiming that 1993 would be the International Year for the World's Indigenous People, "with a
view to strengthening international cooperation for the solution of problems faced by Indigenous
communities in areas such as human rights, the environment, development, education and

Ky yiiing 73 health".

-
pA
& Resolution 48/163 of the United Nations
=y Welcoming the report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, in

§ which the vital role of Indigenous people and their communities in the interrelationship between

the natural environment and its sustainable development is recognized, including their holistic
traditional scientific knowledge of their lands, natural resources and environment."

From Resolution 59/174 adopted by the General Assembly on 20 December 2004

2. Decides that the goal of the Second Decade shall be the further strengthening of international cooperation for the solution
of problems faced by Indigenous people in such areas as culture, education, health, human rights, the environment and
social and economic development, by means of action-oriented programmes and specific projects, increased technical
assistance and relevant standard-setting activities;

5. Invites Governments to ensure that activities and objectives for the Second Decade are planned and implemented on the

basis of full consultation and collaboration with Indigenous people;
Meaning of Collaboration - "the action of working with someone to produce or create something."

The United Nations policies reflect the desires and the needs of the Indigenous Nations. The present process of
colonial decision making must change to allow Indigenous processes that embeds Indigenous beliefs and
relationships with water.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
http://www.un-documents.net/ac151-26.htm
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GOVERNMENT OF CANADA'S ACTIONS Canadia

Working with Canada's Indigenous governments, Canada has developed principles respecting the Government of Canada's relationship
with Indigenous peoples. Canada has also endorsed the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). [243]
That Declaration recognizes Indigenous peoples’ right to determine and develop priorities for the development or use of their lands or
territories and recognizes Indigenous peoples’ right to maintain and strengthen their spiritual relationship with traditionally owned or
occupied lands, territories, waters, coastal seas, and other resources, and to uphold their responsibilities to future generations.

The Principles respecting this governance are as follows:

1.The Government of Canada recognizes that all relations with Indigenous peoples need to be based on the recognition and
implementation of their right to self-determination, including the inherent right of self-government.

2.The Government of Canada recognizes that reconciliation is a fundamental purpose of section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982.

3.The Government of Canada recognizes that the honour of the Crown guides the conduct of the Crown in all of its dealings with
Indigenous peoples.

4.The Government of Canada recognizes that Indigenous self-government is part of Canada’s evolving system of cooperative federalism
and distinct orders of government.

5.The Government of Canada recognizes that treaties, agreements, and other constructive arrangements between Indigenous peoples
and the Crown have been and are intended to be acts of reconciliation based on mutual recognition and respect.

6.The Government of Canada recognizes that meaningful engagement with Indigenous peoples aims to secure their free, prior, and
informed consent when Canada proposes to take actions which impact them and their rights, including their lands, territories and
resources.

7.The Government of Canada recognizes that respecting and implementing rights is essential and that any infringement of section 35
rights must by law meet a high threshold of justification which includes Indigenous perspectives and satisfies the Crown'’s fiduciary
obligations.

8.The Government of Canada recognizes that reconciliation and self-government require a renewed fiscal relationship, developed in
collaboration with Indigenous nations, that promotes a mutually supportive climate for economic partnership and resource
development.

9.The Government of Canada recognizes that reconciliation is an ongoing process that occurs in the context of evolving Indigenous-Crown
relationships.

10.The Government of Canada recognizes that a distinctions-based approach is needed to ensure that the unique rights, interests and

circumstances of the First Nations, the Métis Nation and Inuit are acknowledged, affirmed, and implemented.


https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/06/07/make-it-safe/canadas-obligation-end-first-nations-water-crisis#_ftn243

THE FIGHT FOR SELF GOVERNANCE IN CANADA

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA'S ACTIONS

If one reviews the 10 Principles developed by Canada for respecting the relationship with Indigenous peoples, then one
must wonder why we are continuing to talk about Indigenous water governance. Remember that Treaty lands in the
Lake Winnipeg Basin cover the majority of the Prairies and that most cities, towns and municipalities lie within those
Treaty lands. The issue has never been about sharing the resources that the Creator had given to the world but the
issues lie as to how it has been treated. Our Indigenous communities feel it is their bond, their responsibility to the
Creator and to the next 7 generations to protect the sacred water. They believe in the sacredness of our water, the
connection that water is the giver of all life, and the need of protecting and respecting our water from contamination

and waste. They recognize that water is the giver of all life and without clean water all life will not exist.

Each of the 10 Principles, developed and followed by our Canadian government, talks about either self governance,
reconciliation, and or the need to recognize that treaties, agreements, and other constructive arrangements exist. It is
stated in the 10 Principles that if Canada is to have meaningful engagement with Indigenous peoples it must aim to
secure their free, prior, and informed consent when Canada proposes to take actions which impacts them and their
rights, including their lands, territories and resources.

It is stated that "the Government of Canada recognizes that a distinctions-based approach is needed to ensure
that the unique rights, interests and circumstances of the First Nations, the Métis Nation and Inuit are
acknowledged, affirmed, and implemented".

If this is the case then, Canada needs to be prepared to follow through with the words they put into the guiding
principles and to understand the importance of water to Indigenous people. As the Indigenous leaders move toward
water governance, they do so for all. There is no doubt that Indigenous people can teach us all about water ethics and
the importance of water governance for all. people They need to have a place at the decision making table.
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PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS

LAKE WINNIPEG BASIN

Government of Canada gave powers of water licencing to the Provinces in the earlier 1900's which changed the
roles of federal and provincial governments as it relates to water governance in Canada.

The Canadian federal government’s role in protection and management of sources of local water supplies is now
very limited. The federal government has no direct role in regulating water usage of federal or aboriginal lands. This
now sits with the Provincial governments which means water governance that includes Indigenous peoples at the
table must be embraced at a Provincial level.

As too, the role of municipal governments in water resource management is limited - even though local decisions
on land use planning sits on the municipal plate and they can have impacts on water resources. In the past, the
provinces have provided limited policy direction and powers to municipalities on the protection of surface and

groundwater sources. Though many Provincial governments are now working towards watershed management,

where municipalities can engage at that level, along with Indigenous communities if they choose to sit on
watershed boards.
Even with these newer changes, it is still a provincial / bureaucratic control that represents a colonial system of
decision making.

Province's should not assume that it has sole jurisdiction over water, nor that it is the sole decision maker
to delegate management of the water, especially in First Nation traditional territories or Treaty lands.
Water issues transcend jurisdictional boundaries and are not the responsibility of just one governing body
and the inherent right of First Nations, to be part of the governance, could be challenged and won.

Having the Provincial government embrace a shared process would be in the best interest of all.



Manitoba
PROVINCE OF MANITOBA

The Province of Manitoba states the purpose of the
Manitoba Water Rights Licensing scheme is to ensure the
sustainable allocation of the province's water resources. The
intent of water rights licensing is to protect the interests of
licensees, existing domestic users, the general public and the
environment with respect to the use or diversion of water.
This decision is solely that of the government not of others.
Indigenous Nations feel that their voice is not part of that
decision making. They feel consultation for the Nations is
no more than that of a bureaucratic process of showing
that they listened and engaged with the Nations. "There
is no Indigenous governance or input as it relates to
water in Manitoba." stated Grand Chief Jerry Daniels. "It
is up to the Province to make that change, and it is up to
the Premier to see that it happens.”

If the objectives of the Manitoba Water Rights Licensing is to
share fair and equitable allocation of water and it continues
to look at "first in time, first of right", then the Nations must
be considered as they were here first. Shared governance as
it relates to the sacredness of water is important to First
Nations, Métis, and Inuit. Not only because many Nations
need clean dependable potable water, it is because the
Creator educated the Nations on respecting the Spirit that
guides them and for the consideration of future generations.



Manitoba ¥
MANITOBA WATER MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

The Manitoba Provincial Water Management Strategy as it relates to Indigenous Water Governance

At the time that the One Basin One Governance Conference was held in 2019, the Manitoba Water
Management Strategy was in the development stages. With COVID-19 creating a delay in finalizing this
report, the delay has allowed this management strategy to become part of some conversations that took
place with First Nations in Manitoba. Several questions that were brought forward from our
communications, which need to be answered regarding the Manitoba Water Management Strategy; Are
First Nations and Métis people good with a Provincial made plan on their Treaty lands without being at the
table? Is Consultation a good enough avenue to have their say in water governance? If government is truly
committed with engaging the Nations, it is felt that a conversation with the Nations leaders should take
place on how that governance should look when it comes to their sacred waters.

To date, there is no secure protection of Indigenous Peoples water rights in Canada. Indigenous water
rights are not considered independently, but deemed to be part of the provinces and state policies or

strategies. This includes all lands, even that of Treaty lands of the First Nations and Métis.

Again the message has been made clear from the Nations, they feel consultation is not water
governance.
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OUR JOURNEY

It has always been the desire of the Red River Basin Commission to learn from
the knowledge that exists within the First Nations, Métis and Tribal Council people.
The working relationship that was formed with the Southern Chiefs' Organization
is what truly allowed the beginning of our Journey.

COMMISSION
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On January 23rd, 2018 the Southern Chiefs' Organization and the RRBC hosted a Manitoba Indigenous Engagement
called
the "Spirit of Water".

This event was the first of its kind, a historic opportunity as First Nations work together with leaders from Municipal,
City, Provincial and Federal levels of government in identifying challenges and seeking specific solutions for the health
of our water.

It was based on the thinking that the health of Manitoba’s water bodies is essential for the well-being of the province.

Indigenous peoples rely on the Spirit of Water for the continuation of their traditional and ceremonial practices. The
SCO and the RRBC observed the importance of a shared perspective on water topics and created this opportunity for
building relationships, and
discussing tangible solutions around water management, the sacredness of water, and Indigenous peoples’ health.

It was from this meeting that we received the direction of needing to hear from all Nations that live within the Lake
Winnipeg Basin and
of the desire to bring all of the Nations of the Lake Winnipeg Basin together.

That journey is called,

"ONE BASIN ONE GOVERNANCE"

COMMISSION




The "One Basin One Governance" Conference was held so that the voices from many of the First Nation, Métis and Tribal
leaders, from across the Lake Winnipeg Basin, could be heard as to the need of Indigenous governance being at the decision
making table as it relates to water governance.

It is their way of life to protect the sacred waters given to us all from the Creator. It is this precious gift from the Creator
that gives us life. The Indigenous communities, within the Lake Winnipeg Basin area, have unique perspectives and
different experiences surrounding water quality and water management. It is this knowledge that must be part of the
decision making process.

One must remember that many Treaties and laws have been upheld and have strengthened the rights of the Indigenous people
as it relates to self governance. The critical importance of partnering with First Nations and Tribal communities, to share
perspectives and work on common goals as it relates to water governance, must be moved into the decision making process.

Listening to the many voices that came from the Conference gave guidance to what the Indigenous leaders want to see changed.
Good water governance needs Indigenous values at the decision making table. It is not about control, it is about working together
for water protection.



Speakers, from across the Lake Winnipeg Basin,
presented to the need of understanding that
their way of life is crucial for the survival of Mother Earth.

Now for input from the many speakers... )




GRAND CHIEF JERRY DANIELS

SOUTHERN CHIEFS' ORGANIZATION

"We, Southern Chiefs' Organization, represent 34 First Nations, Treaties 1 to 5, and 4 Tribal councils." "We want to
help in the conversation we are having around water, water management. How do we collaborate ourselves and
bring many, many organizations and people together around an idea of creating a very comprehensive water
strategy that encompasses, different countries, states, provinces and peoples. "I have been a firm believer that
if we spend enough time together, we can resolve anything and if we can see ourselves in one another,
then we can see the importance of hearing one another and understanding the difficulties we all face as
humans."”

"We will be the grandparents one day and will need to be able to answer the question as to what we have done.
Water issues bind us together. Governments must allow the Nations to be part of the decision making when it
comes to major water decisions, we as First Nations will not stand idle and watch our environment die!"
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TERRY DUGUID

PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE
MP WINNIPEG SOUTH

"I would like to acknowledge our Elders, thank them for their prayers and the guidance they give us. Thanks to the
RRBC and Grand Chief Jerry Daniels SCO for bringing us together from across the basin, to the west of us, to the south
of us and a warm welcome to our visitors from the United States.

| thank you also for bringing us together to focus on how we can all work together to protect and manage our water
resources, our sacred and precious water that is essential for our economy and the health of our communities. | am so
pleased that you are dealing with the issue of governance, collaborative governance, which | think is really essential for
getting things done across the basin, none of us can resolve our water challenges alone. We are all in this together and
there is a famous saying | really like, and it goes; 'None of us is as smart as all of us' and we all need to work together to
protect, preserve and manage the water resources in our territory."

"Water is life and it can also reap destruction and misery. The stakes are very high for our communities, some of you
may recall, not very long ago, 2011, 2014 we had two floods, two 'one in 300 year' weather events, costing the
Manitoba economy 1 billion dollars each, thousands of people were forced from their homes, some of them like the
Lake St Martin bands are only returning to their homes now."

“I will be very frank with you today as | believe we need to scale up these efforts, take them to the next level and really
take water seriously in the basin,
we need to do that in the context of the legal and political commitments of the United First Nations Declaration of

Rights for the Indigenous Peoples.
Not only do they need to be at the table, they need to be true partners in this endeavor and all levels of ‘W
government need to work together but | do not think that has always been the case.” W e



Manitoba

HON. EILEEN CLARKE

MINISTER OF INDIGENOUS AND NORTHERN RELATIONS

"First Nations people have a sacred connection when it comes to water."

"It is more important than ever to have all people at the table when we speak about water governance.
Particularly women, as they have a sacred connection when it comes to water, it sustains all human life. It
is essential for the spiritual well-being of First Nation people. Life is dependent on water. Water does not
know boundaries, it does not know race, religion or culture. It must emphasize adaptability, flexibility and
draw upon unique world views of all partners."”

"Collaboration and partnerships with Indigenous peoples on water policy, governance and
management, must arise from the repairing of relationships and the reconciling of past harms."

"Water is one of the four main pillars that shapes Manitoba’s Climate and Green Pla